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PURPOSE.

This Indian Health Servi ceHgIHS Circul ar expands the
options available to the atient care facilities for
required accreditation/ ertlflcatlon bal |y gperated and
urban health prograns are encouraged to obtaln an% I'ntain
accreditation/certification.
BACKGROUND.
The IHS provides a conprehensive health services dellvery
system for Anerican Indians and Al aska Natives (AI/AN) with
opportunity for maxinumtribal |nvoIvenent in developlng and
managi ng . pro%r ans to meet health needs. IP Ene | HS
I'S to raise the health status of the Al/A pegp?e ? e

hi ghest possible |evel.

po
The IHS reaffirms its conmmtnment to quallty heal th care
through this Grcular. gh|s Crcul ar g es for gh0|ce
anong nationa IIy accepted accrediting/ ertl yi ng bo e
e.g., the Jo nt Cbnn155|on on the Accredltatlon of
E!galthc?ret ganlzatlons JCAHOA thedkbalth C%ée Flnancmgf
mnistration ccre tati sociation for
Ambul at or Fbalth Care ? ccre | atlo ?
certificafion of Indian or trlbaIIy ‘operated facilities
I's negotiated individual hé with each tribe, Indian
organization, or A aska Native group.
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Pol i cy

Al ITHS facilities must neet the requirements of a
national |y recognized accrediting or certifying body.
Accrediting organizations used by the IHS nust meet the

requi rements for reinbursement from private insurance

Medi care, and Medicaid under the applicable State plan.
R_e5ﬁon5| bility and accountability for assuring conpliance
with these re%ulrements rests with the appropriate Area and
Service Unit rector (SUD).

4. TRACKI NG

6.

Headquarters., The Ofice of Public Health (OPH tracks the
ac_crgg_l{atlon/certlflcat!on of each IHS faC|I|t¥],
maintaining a current list for reporting and other purposes.

A. Area Each Area Director is responsible for reporting
annually to the OPH on the accreditation/certification

Xgatus of each IHS facility within their respective
ea.

B. ce_Unit. FEach SUD is responsible for ensuring that
applicable standards are met and for reporting annually
to the Area Director on the accreditation/certification
status of each IHS facility within their respective
Service Unit.

SUPERSEDURE.

This Grcular supersedes IHS Grcular No. 81-9 "Conpliance
Standards with the Joint Commission on Accreditation of
Hospitals and Health Care Financing Admnistration," dated
Novenber 27, 1981,

EFEECTI VE DATF1.
This IHS Grcular is effective upon date of signature by the
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Mchael H Trujillo, MD., MPi
Assi stant Surgeon GCeneral .
Director, Indiran Health Service



